League of Women Voters
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North Orange
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Nov.-Dec. 2006

714-254-7440
P.O. Box 3073
Fullerton, CA 92834

The League of Women Voters is a honpartisan political organization that encourages the informed
and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Membership is open to men and women of voting age.
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League members did very well in the local elections. Marilyn Buchi on the Fuller-
ton Joint Union High School Board, Pam Keller, Fullerton City Council, Minard Dun-
can and Ellen Ballard on the Fullerton School Board, Jan Wagner, Placentia-Yorba
Linda Unified School Board and Patsy Marshall on the Buena Park City Council.
Kitty Jaramillo ran for Fullerton City Council and Doug Schneider, Joanne Syrja's
son ran for Fullerton School Board but did not get voted in. How rewarding to see
our members maintaining the League's interest in good government!
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n Tuesday, voters sent a

powerful message to

members of Congress
that they must address the ex-
traordinary corruption, ethics
and lobbying scandals in Con-
gress, and must do so quickly.
Tuesday'’s exit polls showed that
voters considered corruption and
ethics problems as their greatest
concern, with 42 percent of vot-
ers responding that they were
“extremely concerned” about
corruption and ethics in Wash-
ington.

While all of our groups
agree that reforming the nation’s
campaign finance laws is essen-
tial to addressing the corruption
and lobbying scandals, our focus
today is on the need for immedi-
ate action by the new Congress
to pass comprehensive and ef-
fective ethics and lobbying re-
forms. These reforms must in-
clude the creation of an inde-
pendent ethics enforcement en-
tity in Congress in order to fix
the failed congressional ethics
enforcement process.

The 104 Congress pre-
sented the nation with the worst
corruption and lobbying scan-
dals in decades. Yet, this Con-
gress failed to enact any mean-
ingful reforms, choosing to ig-
nore deep concerns that voters
had about the corruption, ethics
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and lobbying scandals in Wash--
ington.

In Tuesday’s election,
the American people responded
loud and clear to this disgraceful

performance. They voted to
change Congress. The 109
Congress utterly failed the

American people in refusing to
enact ethics and lobbying re-
forms. The new Congress must
now do the right thing and pass
comprehensive, effective ethics
and lobbying reforms quickly.

We strongly applaud
House Democratic Leader
Nancy Pelosi for her public
commitment prior to the elec-
tion, and again on Election
Night, to pass new ethics rules
on the first day of the new Con-
gress. We also commend Repre-
sentative Pelosi for her legisla-
tion in this Congress, the Honest
Leadership and Open Govern-
ment Act (H.R. 4682), which
contains a number of important
and valuable ethics and lobbying
reform provisions. We call today
on the new Senate Majority
Leader to make a similar public
commitment for the Senate to
act quickly to pass effective eth-
ics and lobbying reforms. Past
experiences make clear that any
delays in passing such govern-
ment integrity reform measures
will play into the hands of con-
gressional opponents and Wash-
ington lobbyists by giving them
time to undermine or kill the
reforms.

We want to make three
points today about the reform
effort pledged in the House,
which also apply to the efforts

that must be undertaken in the
Senate:

First, an independent
ethics enforcement entity must
be created to help enforce the
congressional ethics rules. Put
simply, the House and Senate
ethics committees have no credi-
bility with the American people,
and for good cause.

Second, we urge that any
proposed new ethics rules be
carefully reviewed to ensure that
there are no loopholes. New eth-
ics rules on travel, meals, enter-
tainment and other financial
benefits currently being pro-
vided to Members must be ef-
fective and loophole-free.

Third, if, as expected, the
House acts only on new ethics
rules on the first day of the new
Congress, we urge the House
leadership to make clear pub-
licly that the other reforms con-
tained in the Pelosi bill that re-
quire legislation will be acted on
quickly. These reforms should
be re-introduced in a bill at the
beginning of the new Congress,
and House and Senate leaders
should publicly commit to send
this legislation to the President
within the first 100 days. The
phony lobbying and ethics bills
that passed the House and Sen-
ate this year, and then withered
away in conference, must be re-
placed with comprehensive, ef-
fective, loophole-free reform
measures enacted quickly in the
new Congress.

At stake here is the in-
tegrity and public credibility of
Congress and its Members, and
the interests of the American
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LWVNOC Board Meeting
Tuesday, November 28
Noon-2PM
FIJUHSDO
1051 W. Bastanchury Fullerton
Members are always
welcome to attend.

STRATEGIC VISION PLAN
ORANGE COUNTY PARKS

Saturday, December 2nd
9:30AM-Noon
Irvine Ranch Water District
15600 Sand Canyon
Irvine 92619

Directions : Exit the 5 at
Sand Canyon and go west.
Turn left on Waterworks Way.
Quick left into the Irvine Water Dis-
trict parking lot.

Car Pooling: Contact Fran
Mathews, 714-870-4187
Reservations : Contact Joe Ross
949-248-1629
Seating is Limited

(Continued from page 6)
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Read with League
Tuesday, January 9th
An Inconvenient Truth

By Al Gore
Details to be announced in
January Voter




The League of Women Voters is strictly nonpartisan; we never
support or oppose any political party or candidate. At the same
time, we are wholeheartedly political, working to influence public
policy through education and advocacy. Membership is open to
all women and men of voting age who are U.S. citizens.

Yes, | want to renew.
Enclosed is my check for $55.00 payable to LWVNOC.

Name

Street Address

City, State Zip

Phone

Email

Mail to the League of Women Voters
North Orange County
P.O. Box 3073, Fullerton, CA 92834
714-254-7440
www.lwvnoc.org

League of Women Voters
North Orange County
P.O. Box 3073

Fullerton CA 92834

Voter Editor
Eleanor Fumanti
949-458-2218
mefumanti@Ilworld.net




