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The League of Women Voters is a honpartisan political organization that encourages
informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Membership is open to men and women of voting age.
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ou have two special reasons for attending this year's LWVNOG@GuaAInMeeting onSaturday, May 17th

9:30AM-1:15PM . Dr. William Bonney, Clinical Associate Professod@ San Diego and UC Irvine and Presi-

dent-elect of the Health Care Council of Orange County willlspeais about current health care issues. Dr.
Bonney has a reputation as a speaker who makes complex health care issues undestahidédniesting.

A meeting at the Fullerton Police Department Mural Room fseaial event because it gives us an opportunity to meet
in the historic Spanish colonial revival building, originally Fulher City Hall, built as a WPA project in 1939. The mural
room is decorated with the restored Helen Lundeberg murals fittedHistory of Southern Californidundeberg was
one of the leading woman artists of the American west and is kndnlynag a post surrealist, hard-edge painter. Like
many depression era artists, she worked for the Works Proghuisistration's Federal Arts Project, designing several
Southern California murals. Plan to join us in these historic surroundings.

Fullerton Police Department Mural Room, 237 W Commonwealth, Fullerton, 92832
Parking across Highland Ave. at City Hall or on the street.
Box Lunch Catered by Brownstone Café. Cost; $12

Choice of Veggie, Ham, Tuna or Chicken Salad on croissant

Reservations by May 14: LWVNOC, PO Box 3073, Fullerton 92834 or 714-254-7440
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he LWVUS event series with the Sewall-Belmont House and Musewvashington, DC was a smashing suc-
cess! More tha®00 women and men from across the United States and abroad cathertdgethis three-part
series exploring the hard-fought journey of women through America’s political system
With impressive lineups and expert panelists giving an insidergpgetive on the impact of and challenges facing
women as voters and activists, candidates, and office holders eifits ev
were met with rave reviews and were covered by C-SPANXah®bat-
ellite Radio.
Moderated by Eleanor Clift, contributing editor at Newsweek, the panels
were made up of influential women in politics — including current of-
fice holders, past candidates, and idea leaders from the think tank, aca
demic and political arenas — discussing the history, experiences, and
trends related to each topic.
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he date for our ILO Convention this year will be June 7, 2008 from 9:390&10® pm at

the Sisters of St. Joseph in Orange (480 S. Batavia). We raabhymage your attendance

as this will be a very special day. Rather than have a speakeill honor our own Mary
Evelyn Bryden from North Orange County League of Women Voters. Mary Evelyn has loegn a
time League member and had done so much for the County of Orangk as tive League. Even
if you do not know Mary Evelyn, we encourage your attendance as weviiegi members from
outside the League community to honor Mary Evelyn as well. We haderequests from the
health care community, mental health, Social Services andséstsuch as Shirley Grindle who
want to come and honor Mary Evelyn that day.

The menu for the day will be Charbroiled Chicken Griglia marinatdzhlsamic vinegar, olive
oil and herbs. It will be served with pasta Provencal. The opatrich and the convention packet
will be $15.00. Convention packets will be distributed to your Presidehedlay 9th ILO board
meeting so if you would like to attend as a delegate, please ctimaPtresident of your local
League: Mary Fuhrman, 714-523-1585, maryfuhrman@pacbell.net

To reserve a space, please send a check for $15.00 by June 4tlounaolehe League of
Women Voters of Orange County and mark "ILO Convention" in the menue sgahecks should
be mailed to the ILO Treasurer, Lois Huddlestone at 27337 Paseo Liagoaa Juan Capistrano,
CA 92675. Her phone number is 949-443-1771. Please plan to attend as this will be a special day

Sharon Holdt, President, LWV Orange County
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he LWVUS invites all members to join fellow Leaguers from 50
states, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and Hong Kong to cele®8ate
remarkable years of League achievements and chart the coutise faxt
biennium of League programs. The Portland (OR) area Leagues areoeager t
welcome attendees to their beautiful city and “reach new heigdéther”
at our 48th National Convention June 13—17.

All League members are invited to attend Convention, but Presiofents
local, state and ILO Leagues appoint their allotted delegates. Nioiwgrvot
members can be part of the excitement as the Convention delegate body
debates and adopts the 2008-2010 National Program, the LWVUS Budget

for the next fiscal year, and amendments to the LWVUS Bylawkedates
will also be choosing the LWVUS Board officers, directors and nomigatommittee for the
next biennium. For more information go to www.lwv.org. Go to the membeti®sd¢o access
the Convention site.

Four LWVNOC members will be attending convention as delegates! Bitile, Kay Bruce,
Mary Fuhrman, Fran Mathews. Be on the lookout for their report in the next issue of ¢éne Vot
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am happy to announce that on May 1, along with videos of each candidate speaking

the Orange County Bar Association is at the Chapman forum. | have also sent him a

presenting the008 Liberty Bell Award letter informing him about ANew York Times
to the four Leagues of Orange County. This editorial observer column by Dorothy Samuels
award is given to an individual or organization which reflects on a conference at Fordham
in recognition of community service that has Law School hosted by Justices Sandra Day
strengthened the American system of freedomO'Connor and Stephen Breyer. The column
under law. The service must promote a better states that "on top of the inappropriate judicial
understanding of the U.S. Constitution, en- involvement in partisan politics, recent years
courage greater respect for the law and courtshave seen the dawn of a grubby new era of
stimulate a deeper sense of individual respon-multi-million-dollar campaigns for important
sibility to help citizens recognize their duties state judgeships.” The column also points out
and rights, contribute to the effective function- that recent events in Wisconsin and West Vir-
ing of our institutions of government and fos- ginia suggest that "special interests are finding
ter a better understanding and appreciation forthat buying up judges likely to side with them
the rule of law. As you can see, our Judicial in big-dollar cases is a good investment."
Independence projects are being recognizedSamuels states that a new report from the
and honored. This will give us an opportunity Brennan Justice Center "smartly" focuses on
to publicize our mission and activities and we the reform of persuading jurisdictions to
can thank Pearl Mann for nominating us for strengthen their recusal ruleorothy Samuels,
this award. The Selling of the Judiciary: Campaign Cash 'in the

Marcia Garten, Wanda Shaffer and | at- Courtroom' The New York Times, April 15, 2008,

tended the Judicial Candidate Forum spon- A 9roup of League members intervi_ewed
sored by the Republican lawyers of California Senator Ackerman and Assemblyman Michael

held at Chapman Law School. Frank DuVall to get their opinions about the state
Mickadeit of the Orange County Register budget. Every year LWVC has local Leaguers
moderated and the panel of questioners in-interview their California legislators to obtain

cluded two Democrat lawyers and two Repub- Information for LWVC lobbyists. League
lican lawyers. All candidates were present Members are also presenting information
except Timothy Nguyen, who is running about the League and volunteerism to Public
against Judge Nho Nguyen. Questions in- Policy classes at Cal State Fullerton.

cluded: Which Supreme Court Justice do you | do want to encourage you to attend the

most admire? Identify an opinion of the U.S or Annual Meeting at the Fullerton Police De-
California Supreme Court with which you Partment Mural Room on May 7 we wil
hear reports of our year’s activities and make

some plans for next year. | hope you heard
KCET Frontline’s April 15 broadcast compar-

ing health care programs in five countries. Our
speaker for the Annual Meeting luncheon, Dr.

disagree. How are you campaigning? How
would you handle a lawyer in your court room
who was “out-of-hand™? Should new judges
only hear cases where they have civil or crimi-
nal experience?

After the forum we asked Frank Mickadeit William Bonney, will speak on Universal
to include information about Smartvoter.org in Health Care programs. This will be an oppor-
his column. as a way for voters to learn more tunity to get many of our health care questions
about the judicial candidate¥ou can read ~ answered.
his SmartVoter plug in his column of April
24 at www.ocregister.com/columns/frank
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pplications have been mailed to service-oriented organizations gigheNOC cities soliciting

nominations for the LWV Making Democracy Work Award. Nominations havelaen solicited

from the general public through local newspapers. The Award is lbasttk League belief that
contributing to the betterment of the community is basic to democrkdg. intended to recognize and
honor residents who have made extraordinary contributions to the safetation, health and well-being
of their communities. Finalists will be chosen by a League coemniibsed on 300-word descriptions of
the nominees’ contributions. A finalist will be selected fromheld©C city, and an overall winner will be
selected from among the finalists. The winner will be honored aith€ WVNOC Kickoff Luncheon on
September 14.

If you would like to nominate a community member for the awardevari800 word description of the
person’s contributions. Include your name, address and phone number and the’'soramee address
and phone number. Mail your nomination to LWVNOC, P.O. Box 3073, Fullerton, CA 92834.

A separate Making Democracy Work Award will be given to a membéhe NOC League for out-
standing contributions to promoting democracy through League activities ipaiieyear. No essay is
needed. Mail-in ballots will be distributed at Lunch with Leaguenesvin March and April. Those unable
to attend may request a ballot by calling Arline Burgmeier at 714/828-8624.
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Washington, DC, April 2, 2008—The League of Women Voters today announced its official position on
immigration reform policy.

“After a lengthy and comprehensive studyof this complex issue by our grassroots members,”
said national League president Mary G. Wilson, “the League’s postiisfor a path to citizenship for
current unauthorized immigrants.”

“As part of overall immigration reform, the League supportsséesy for unauthorized immigrants al-
ready in the country to earn legal status, including citizenship, bypgé#gxes, learning English, studying
civics and meeting other relevant criteria,” Wilson stated.e ‘&gpose deportations of current unauthor-
ized immigrants who have no history of serious criminal activity,” she said.

The full immigration policy approved by the national League’s Boardicibrs in March was stud-
ied by the organization’s membership for more than eighteen monhespdlicy achieved member con-
sensus through a survey of the nearly 850 local Leagues. View the full position atwovg|

Other elements of the League’s position include support for increas@ement personnel at bor-
ders, more effective tracking of individuals who enter the &u&l,significant fines and penalties for em-
ployers who hire unauthorized workers. Furthermore, the League witlpshia due process for all per-
sons, including the right to a fair hearing, right to counsel, right of appéatight to humane treatment.
The League position sets criteria for legal admission to the idcBiding family reunification of spouses
or minor children; economic, business and employment needs in the UitRalgoérsecution or humani-
tarian crises; and studying in the U.S.
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unch With League, on March 26th at The California's foreign-born population is 59% Mexi-

Sizzler in Fullerton, became a classroom forcan, 10% Philippino, 21% other Asian, 8% Central

"Immigration 101". The instructor for this American, 2% Iranian. These people make up the state's
class was Janna Evans, Regional Lead for Communityopulation of immigrants. They are holders of Perma-
Outreach in the Western Regional Office of the Unitechent Resident Cards (formerly called "green cards").
States Citizenship and Immigration Services. By defini-These PRC cards can be obtained by US citizens for
tion, this places Janna in the often-derided class dflose relatives (parents, children, siblings, spouses) by
"Bureaucrats”. But the warm, personable, wonderfullyfiling an application. Permanent residents can file for
gualified young woman who led the attending Leaguespouses or unmarried children only. A Visa is a docu-
members and guests through an hour of instructioment issued by the State Department. Temporary Visas
hardly fits that image. Ms. Evans started her careeire issued for tourists, students or specialized workers.
after receiving a degree in Journalism from the Univerimmigrant Visas are permanent and are family-based or
sity of Florida, as a reporter for National Public Radio.employment-based. They allow one to apply for admis-
Her 21 years of Government service started as a Publgon to the US, though by itself it does not guarantee

Affairs Officer in the Dept. of Ag-
riculture. In 1997 she moved wept » % x4 4 4 x4
to become Community Relations. ./ /i 4. (o *4/ *1
Officer for the Border Patrol, mov 2 /- 3 3
ing to her present position in th | 33 +*4
Western Regional Office of th 56* 1 "7 89
Citizenship and Immigration Se

entry. An immigrant may qualify

to become a Naturalized Citizen,
depending on length of time as a
resident, physical presence in the
US, knowledge of the English lan-
guage and of civics (by test), good
moral character, and "attachment

-+ FL[*F 3%+
vices in Laguna Niguel in 1998./ 4 56*% 1 19 to the Constitution". The advan-
This office is the only one which i$ .+ %% 3% tages of becoming a Naturalized
tasked to provide services to prg- *456% 1 9 Citizen include a US Passport, the
spective new citizens; the suf- right to vote and run for office, to
rounding offices are all about en- work for the US Government, to

forcement and protection and control. serve on a jury, among other things. If it is desired by

The mission of the USCIS is to provide accurate in-an immigrant, application should be made as early as
formation to applicants, to promote understanding opossible because the road is long. The History/Civics
US citizenship, to grant Immigration and Citizenshipexam is being revised and updated, but will have 100
benefits, and to insure the integrity of the system. Theuestions. The applicant will be asked to answer ten
task of the C&IS office is made more challenging byquestions, and must be correct on six or more to pass.
the rapid changes in the immigration pattern into the Uongress established a quota for each country, most of
during the past fifteen years. No longer is mass immiwhich are over-subscribed. Those who apply after the
gration limited to the border states. The pacific north-quota is filled go to the queue. Immediate relatives of
west, the north-central states and the southeastern stat#izens are not subject to the quotas. The USCIS pro-
are all facing large-scale immigration for the first time,vides a variety of services to customers, within the limi-
and were ill-equipped to meet the challenges. C&lSations imposed by the chronic shortage of funds. Rou-
receives very little funding from the US treasury, buttine information is available on the internet
has to fund its activities from fees charged to appli{www.uscis.gov) or by phone. Necessary forms are pro-
cants, many of whom are not financially well-off. Con- vided free of charge, and a number of fact sheets ("How
sequently it is not easy to anticipate increased workdo | ?" forms) are also available.

loads without raising fees frequently.
$% &) ) " %
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rograms and services available to poor and rating them from their families. Adult Protective

low income Orange County residents will be Services which is underfunded and understaffed

impacted by the current proposed state and serves disabled adults and seniors. Its budget would
federal budget cuts. At the March county wide meet- suffer additional cuts.
ing of LWVOC. Julie Poulson, Director, and Dave The good news is that food stamps and cash assis-
Riley, Assistant Director and Chief Operating Offi- tance are now available through use of a benefit
cer of the OC Health Care Agency (HCA) and Ingrid card. In the past, it was possible to sell food stamps
Harita, Director of the Social Services Agency and stamps lost could not be replaced. If a benefit
(SSA) described the anticipated impacts of the pro- card is lost, it can be cancelled and a new one issued.
posed federal and state budgets for 2008-09. TheCurrently, there are 5,000 adults receiving cash as-
President's budget contains cuts to Medicare, Medi- sistance and food stamps. SSA provides job search
caid (i.e., Medical), Public Health, Emergency Pre- and training opportunities for these Cal Works adults
paredness, Behavioral Health funding, and elimina- who are limited to five years of financial assistance.
tion of Preventive Health Grants. The Governor's At the end of five years, aid to adults is discontinued
budget would severely impact Health Care Agency while children remain eligible for help. It was noted
and Social Services Agency programs many of that the population of ineligible adults with eligible
which are already underfunded. Federal and Statechildren is growing. SSA is taking about 30 applica-
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funds provide the major support for both HCA and
SSA services to the public. The only program
funded solely from County monies is the General
Relief program that provides minimal financial as-
sistance to individuals in need who don't qualify for
any other programs. General Relief is repayable.
Cuts in state funds would impact, Medical, Family
Health programs, California Healthier for Indigents
Program, Mental Health Managed Care, Cal Works,
Child Welfare Services and California Children's
Services for the seriously ill and disabled popula-
tion.

Medical cuts would lower the amount doctors are
reimbursed for services to the 312,000 Orange
County residents covered by Medical. 34% of all

tions per month for SSI from immigrants whose
sponsors provide for them. SSA can apply for legal
residency for an undocumented child who has been
placed in foster care. In some instances, children are
repatriated to their country of birth. The Health Care
Agency does not verify immigrant status but adults
applying for CalWorks must prove legal residency
or citizenship. Because of the diversity in the
county, the Social Services Agency has developed a
list of all languages spoken by staff, 50% of whom
are bi-lingual. Printed materials are available to cli-
ents in Spanish, Vietnamese, Korean and Farsi.
HCA has reached out to provide health services to
the homeless who shelter in the armories during cold
weather. SSA provides coordination activities during

children in the county have some form of subsidized crises like floods and HCA provides needed medical
health care coverage through Medical, the Health services to victims in crisis shelters. The agencies
Initiative or the Kaiser Kids programs. At present make every effort to alert vulnerable populations to
there are 15,000 recipients of In Home Supportive available services through outreach to community
services. Funding for the program is based on the groups and community clinics in the county.

1991 allocation which covered the then 5,000 recipi- KNOW YOUR COUNTY is the current study being
ents. The proposed state budget would cut fundingundertaken by the LWV Orange County. This first
for child welfare services counseling and foster care meeting focused on Orange County programs and
rates for 2,200 children in care due to physical abuseservices available to poor and low income residents.
or neglect. Also impacted would be the program to $% 6 & )6 !

keep children in their own homes rather than sepa-




Read with League
Thursday May 8, 2008

ur membership Committee has planned another summer of interesting’ 2:00 PM

League adventures starting with a tafira recycling plant: Waste Hostess: Lee Sjostrom
Management of Orange County in Irvine on Thursdine 26. ziiﬁesr;iv‘gzggge
Meet at 9:30 AM in Fullerton at the Office Depot parking loa{st 714-879-4416
College & Chapman) to carpool. We will plan to have lunch tot LWVNOC Annual Meeting
gether on our return to Fullerton. Bring your recyclables atong Saturday, May 17,2008
deposit at the site. 9:30AM-1:15 PM

Fullerton Police Department
237 W. Commonwealth 92837
Reservations by May 14714-254-7440

Call Arline Burgmeier for details (714/828-8624)

| LWVOC ILO Annual Convention
T _ Saturday, June 7, 2008
he May book selection is “The Glass Castle: A Memoir” byndette 9:30AM-2:00PM
Walls. Funny and sad; quirky and loving; shocking and compassionate. Sisters of St. Joseph in Orange
Here is a touching true story of growing up in a nomadic, dysfunctimati- 480 S. Batavia
can family. Ultimately it reaffirms our faith in the resiice of the human

Read with League

spirit.
Please join in the book discussion on Thursdiégy 8, 2008 2:00 p.m., at Thursda;;%t:)nFe)'\iz, 2008

the home of Lee Sjostrom, 2618 Shawn Lane, Fullerton 92831, (714) 879- ostess: Arline Burgmeier

4416.Come even if you have not had the opportunity to read the book. As al- 4547 Everest Circle

ways, friends are welcome too. Cypress, 90603
Looking ahead, the Thursdaljyne 12, 2008book selection is “Three Cups 714-828-8624

of Tea: One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace . . .One SchoalTtne” by

Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin. The discussion will bbeahome or

Hello Summertime
Tour of Recycling Plant

Arline Burgmeier, 714-828-8624 Waste Management Orange County
The Membership Committee is busily developing the Read With League In Irvine
book list for the coming Autumn and Winter months. If you would like to jojn Thursday, June 26

the committee, or just suggest a title or two, please contact 9:30A_M )
Carpool meets at Office Depot Parking

Ginny Haussmann( 714) 528-5854 virginialdh@aol.com Lot in Eullerton. Corner of
Arline Burgmeier (714) 828-8624 aburgmeier@sbcglobal.net State College and Chapman
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NATURAL RESOURCES: So far, 284 people have received information from the
Fran Mathews has been asked to attend a special meetidgdicial Independence speakers.

on global warming at the LWVUS Convention. CIVIC EDUCATION:
VOTER SERVICE: Deane Cassidy distributed copies of the proposed letter

Jerry Young reported that 28 individuals had signed upo be sent to educators along with copies of the question-
to be poll watchers and 25 did participate. There will be 26nhaire about Civic Education in the schools. Volunteers
LWV members who will work the June election. will be needed to pick up the completed forms.

Smart Voter banners will be going up in Placentia and $% " 6%

Fullerton.
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he June 3, 2008 ballot features two propositions on the subject ofrérdoreain. The firstProposition 98,

The California Property Owners and Farmland Protection Act, is similar to Proposition 90, which thq
LWVC opposed on the November 2006 ballot. However, it goes much farthemiting the ability of public agen-
cies to acquire land to provide water resources, to regaladeulse, to protect natural resources, and even to confinue
rent control laws. The Leag@PPOSESProposition 98 and has signed the ballot argument against the meagure.
Any League member wishing to work on the campaign should contact MegHahaBalia email or by calling 916
443-0872.

The secondProposition 99, The Homeowners Protection Actsimply addresses a recent U.S. Supreme Cgurt
decision by clarifying that single-family occupied properties maybeatondemned for transfer to other private ppr-
ties. It reinforces the right of local governments and others toateglaind use and to acquire property for valid ggv-
ernment purposes. The LeagbsldPPORTSProposition 99, and signed the ballot argument in favor of the meastire.
For more information visit www.lwvc.org
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