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League of Women Voters North Orange County                  February 2008    

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages 
informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of public policy issues, 

and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Membership is open to men and women of voting age. 

714-254-7440 
P.O. Box 3073 

Fullerton, CA 92834 
www.lwvnoc.org 

��f you’ve been reading about our Judicial Independence project and wondering 
what the fuss is all about, we want you to know that it really is an important 

topic for League efforts in making democracy work. One indication of the signifi-
cance of our project is the prominence of those who have agreed to participate in the 
forum. Erwin Chemerinsky of Duke and UCI Bren School of Law, Orange County 
Superior Court Presiding Judge Nancy Wieben Stock, Dean John Eastman of Chap-
man University School of Law are among the participating distinguished judges, 
professors and attorney panelists. 

League members will find another indication of the significance of this topic in 
the February issue of the National Voter. Sandra Day O’Connor, Associate Justice 
(retired) of the Supreme Court of the United States has written the article: A Fair, 
Impartial and Independent Judiciary. Don’t miss this quick read about the history, 
problems and potential improvements to our judicial system. 

If your planning to attend the forum get your reservations in early. It has the po-
tential to be a sell out since the forum co-sponsors include Chapman University 
School of Law, Hispanic Bar Association, Orange County Women Lawyers, West-
ern State University College of Law, Whittier Law School and the Fullerton branch 
of AAUW. 
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Reservations 
Judicial Independence: 

Is Democracy  
in Danger? 

Saturday 
March 1, 2008 

9:00AM-3:00PM 
CSUF  

Titan Student Center 
Cost $35, Including 
Lunch and Parking 

Send check to 
LWVNOC 

4547 Everest Circle 
Cypress, CA 90630 

714-828-8624 
Or  

www.lwvnoc.org  
Judicial Independence 
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How? First every member will receive a petition with three signature spaces. Sign it yourself, get two more signatures 
from your family, friends or colleagues, and send it in. It’s easy! Second, volunteer to take more petitions and get signa-
tures at meetings, rallies, parties supermarkets movie lines, wherever you go. Please contact LWVC Advocacy Assistant 
Maggie Young to volunteer. We’ll be working with your League, Inter League Organization , or County Council to make 
it happen. 

Allowing legislators to draw their own districts is a serious conflict of interest that harms voters. This reform will put 
the voters back in charge. Read the test of the initiative, see the talking points and get the very latest news about the cam-
paign on our website, www.lwvc.org  
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$�ood News! Our president, Mary Fuhrman, is recovering from knee surgery with remarkable 
speed. She hopes to be back soon. Wanda Shaffer and I, Vice Presidents of Administration, 

are holding the fort together until her return. Since this is midway through our calendar year, it 
seems logical to look at where we have been and where we are going.  

First, since July , LWVNOC has actively participated with other Orange County Leagues in the 
Promoting Judicial Independence project. What an opportunity to learn more about Central Area 
(COCA), Capistrano (CAPO), and Orange Coast Leagues with their many talented members! 
When you train 22 persons to be speakers for 80 presentations in the County, you learn to appreci-
ate the time and energy each person gives to the League. If you know of any organization that 
would like a 20 minute presentation on this subject, call Jeanne Blum at 714-879-3847. 

The community forum, Judicial Independence:  Is Our Democracy in Danger? is on March 1, 
Saturday from 8:30 to 3:00 pm.  We already have about 55 registrations for this high powered fo-
rum so send your registrations in as there are only 175 spaces. The speakers are outstanding with 
the American Association of University Women, Fullerton and five schools of law co-sponsoring 
the event. Go to www.lwvnoc.org (Click on Judicial Independence) to register and see the speak-
ers’ names. 

Second, LWVNOC voted to work as poll workers at the three elections this year.  Twenty-eight 
persons are being trained to work. The training itself is interesting, intense, and a great learning 
experience. 

Third, Read with League events are growing in numbers and the challenge of the books selected 
is increasing as well.  Go to www.lwvnoc.org (Click on Calendar of Events) to find the name of the 
books and places for the discussion. 

Fourth, Lunch with League attendance is also growing. The February 28th luncheon will be on 
Domestic Violence. Go to www.lwvnoc.org (Click on Calendar Events) to make your reservations 
and see the up- coming events. 

To each of you, you are important to the League. We appreciate your continued membership and 
support of the League as an active or supporting member. Learn more about government, social 
policy, natural resources, and the election process through the League of Women Voters North Or-
ange County. Help to make democracy work.. Visit www.lwvnoc.org.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Dr. Kay Bruce 

%�edda Safi is working as a League intern on the Judicial Independence project. She is a jun-
ior at California State University Fullerton majoring in Business Administration with a 

graduation date of May 2009. Her long term goal is to be an attorney. Nedda graduated from Can-
yon High School in Anaheim with a 4.0 GPA. She served as Captain of her tennis team 
and was often in a leadership position throughout her high school years. She has experi-
ence working in several financial companies, is fluent in Farsi, has strong computer 
skills, and good public relation skills. 
Nedda will be working in all three phases: Know Your Judges, Speaker’s Bureau & 
Banner, and the Community Forum, but mostly on the Community Forum. She will be 
involved in marketing, registration, and general operational management. For Phase II, 
she will be working with Marcia Garten (Lead Coordinator for Speaker’s Bureau and 
Banners) and CAPO, COCA, and Orange Coast leaders on the banner project. 
We welcome Nedda and hope her involvement will lead to becoming a life time 
Leaguer. 
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Intern, Nedda Safi with  
President, Mary Fuhrman 
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�� he goals of the transitional living program at WTLC are to prepare and 
guide clients toward independent living outside the shelter environment 

and to amplify their knowledge about the dynamics of Domestic Violence pre-
vention. Ruby Santoyo, Community Educator at WTLC will speak at February 
Lunch with League about the domestic violence residential program and about 
additional emergency shelter programs for clients with substance abuse prob-
lems, mental illnesses, and human trafficking victims.  

Inviting a guest  to join you at Lunch with League would be one way to help 
implement a part of our Membership Recruitment Initiative. This event gives us 
an excellent opportunity to showcase League program to potential members.  

Lunch on Thursday, February 28, 2008 at 11:30AM at Sizzler Restaurant,  
1401 N. Harbor Boulevard, Fullerton, Cost $12. Reservations by Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 26. Choose, chicken steak or salad bar. Call Bette Frazier at 714-254-
7440 or email, bfhf1951@aol.com 
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Read with League 
 

February 14, 2008 
2:00 p.m. 

 
The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda 

and the Road to 9/11 
 by Laurence Wright. 

 
A riveting look at the people 

and ideas, the terrorist plans, 
and the Western  

intelligence failures that  
culminated in the 

assault on America. 
This insightful story is told 

through the interweaving lives 
of two al-Qaeda leaders, the 

FBI’s counterterrorism chief and 
the head of Saudi intelligence. 

 

Hostess 
 Dr. Kay Bruce 

6207 E. Twin Peak Circle 
Anaheim  92807 
(714) 921-1308 

 

Discussion leader: 
Anita Larsen 
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State law does not apply to Indian tribes except as au-
thorized by Congress. U.S. law allows California to enforce 
criminal law on reservations but civil law goes to the Tribal 
courts. Tribal members and businesses on reservations pay 
no state income taxes, excise or sales taxes. Tribal members 
are subject to federal income taxes and pay into social secu-
rity. Reservations do not have to obey state environmental 
regulations or hold union elections.   

Under the Federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, casino 
gambling requires compacts between the tribe and the state. 
The federal government must approve these compacts. In 
1999, Governor Davis negotiated compacts with 58 of the 
state’s tribes (108), contingent on passage of Proposition 1A 
(a constitutional amendment) which the voters approved 
and which allows Nevada style gambling; limited the num-
ber of slot machines; requires certain representational rights 
to employees; requires contributions to the Indian Gaming 
Revenue Sharing Trust Fund which provides $1.1 million 
per year to each non gaming tribe and contributions to gam-
bling addiction programs and programs to mitigate the im-
pact of gambling on state and local governments (Special 
Distribution Fund). No money was allotted to the State’s 
General Fund. The compacts gave the state certain regula-
tory power—state officials may visit casino facilities, in-
spect records, and verify required payments. Tribes must 
make a “good faith” effort to reduce or avoid negative envi-
ronmental impacts outside their reservation. No union cur-
rently represents the tribes’ employees (over 90% non In-
dian). 

In August 2006, the Governor and the Pechango, Mo-
rongo, Agua Caliente (Riverside) and Sycuan (San Diego) 
tribes signed compacts to amend the 1999 agreements. The 
Legislature passed the 4 bills which approved the compact 
amendments. and they were due to go into effect January 1, 
2008. These referenda held up the bills until the voters de-
cide whether to approve or reject them. A NO vote returns 
to status quo. (A referendum nullifies a law approved by the 
legislature and the governor.) 

These measures would allow an increase up to 7500 slot 
machines. Its payment to the Revenue Sharing Trust Fund 
would increase to $2 million (from $300,000). The tribes’ 
annual payment to the Special Distribution Fund ($28 mil-
lion) would cease. For the first time, tribes would make pay-
ments to the state General fund—at least $42.5 million plus 
they would pay to the General fund an annual amount equal 
to 15% of the net revenues of the next 3000 slot machines it 
adds to the casinos.  If the tribe operates more than 5000 
slot machines, it will pay the General fund an annual 

amount equal to 25% of net revenues of those additional 
slot machines. Each of these tribes own 2 casinos. Agua 
Caliente would be able to increase to 3 casinos The tribes 
must address environmental impacts and increased costs of 
local services. 

Fiscal effect—overall payments to the state would total 
at least $131 million. Over the long run, the net annual in-
crease would be in the low to mid 100s of millions. 

The compacts were sent to the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
in early September (2007). But they then disappeared for 80 
days, well after a federally mandated 45 day review period 
had passed. That meant the bureau had no choice but to 
automatically approve them. This has the potential to be-
come more important than a routine bureaucratic bungle if 
Californians reject any of the compacts. That’s because the 
tribes involved might claim the federal government’s ap-
proval trumps voter wishes. 

Supporters say: 
Compacts will provide hundreds of millions of dollars in 

new revenue to the state; authorize new protections for the 
environment, casino employees and local communities; will 
create thousands of jobs. (Governor Schwartznegger, Ca. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction.) 

Hundreds of millions of dollars are being spent by the 
tribes and their supporters to promote these measures and to 
support office holders and candidates with campaign contri-
butions. 

Opponents say: 
These are terrible deals for the state.  These politically 

powerful tribes get to pick and choose which slot machines 
to count—a revenue formula ripe for manipulation. The 
17,000 additional slot machines are more than all the slot 
machines at a dozen big Vegas casinos.  No health insur-
ance for workers.  The 4 tribes would become dominant 
casinos that would devastate smaller tribes. (California Fed-
eration of Teachers; American Indian rights and resources 
org.; California. Tax Reform Association.) 

Horse racing track owners are big contributors to the 
“anti” side saying they are not allowed slot machines at 
their tracks and most are losing money or going out of busi-
ness because of the casino competition. They do pay state 
sales, excise and sales tax. Also contributions have been 
coming from Las Vegas casino owners. 

People who want the law (compacts) to be nullified want 
you to vote NO. If you approve of these gaming compacts, 
you vote YES.. 

� � �� ����	� �� �

� ���
��
��� 
��� �
� �� ��	��
�� �

,���� ��
���
�	
���
�-�"�
����!� �
���



�������������	


��������������������������� �� ������� (�

A presentation made by Dr. Pat Ganer, to the LWVNOC 
on January 24 at the Fullerton Sizzler. 

 

�� r. Ganer, a favorite speaker at LWVNOC affairs, 
is on the faculty at Cypress College, and Adjunct 
Lecturer at CSULB. She is so well prepared and 

organized that she is able to enliven what sound like dull 
topics with "one-liners" and other leavening material with-
out missing a beat. Dr. Ganer started her presentation with 
a brief history of the presidential primary. 

Although there were no formal political parties in the 
early days of the country, it was evident from the history of 
the British Parliament that such parties would emerge. Al-
though there were scattered non-binding "primaries" in 
various states in the 19th century, the first serious national 
primary arose at the end of the Truman term in 1952. Tru-
man was very unpopular at that time, and when 15 states 
held primaries, and Truman lost in 13, he withdrew from 
the race in favor of Estes Kefauver. By the end of the sea-
son, Adlai Stevenson emerged as the Democratic candi-
date.  The Republican party  chosen candidate, Robert Taft, 
was swept aside by Dwight Eisenhower, returned from his 
role as Supreme Commander of Allied Forces in WW2. 

Eight years later, John Kennedy entered primaries in 
West Virginia and Wisconsin—two states with small 
Catholic populations. In winning these contests, he demon-
strated that a Catholic could win an election in the general 
population. In the current election, Barak Obama's surpris-
ing sweep in Iowa showed that a black candidate could win 
a state with few black voters, resulting in a large bounce in 
his standing in the country.  

The current primary is new and different in several 
ways. No incumbent is running in either party. Binding 
primaries or caucuses are being held in all 50 states. The 
time frame of the primary has been heavily compressed. 
These factors affect the election process in several ways: 
the "bounce" from one state to another has few intervals in 
which to act; the need for funds and for local organizations 
in two dozen states at once can overwhelm struggling can-
didates. The opening of offices in all states is essential for 
candidates because the rules for selecting delegates differ 
in many ways; the populations to be canvassed are differ-
ent, and local knowledge is important. 

The current campaign is characterized by volatility of 
issues—Iraq has given way to the economy; Republicans 
are the chaotic party this time; they are more dispirited, and 

they feel the drag of an incumbent President; the Democ-
rats have three top candidates who differ only slightly on 
issues, but are distinctly different in approach to voters. 
Also, for the first time, a black and a woman are serious 
candidates, complicating the campaign strategies for all 
candidates. 

 
Substantial time was available for questions: 

1. Is there a possibility of a Clinton/Obama ticket? 
Probably not, though the need to "balance the ticket" could  

force such a choice. 
2. Clinton/Richardson? 
Probably not. 
3. Is "media bias" an important factor? 
The usual "liberal bias" or "conservative bias" probably 

not. But the concentration on "good story" vs. 
"important story" is a problem. It’s hard to find stories 
about issues, easy to find "fights". 

4. Are there serious flaws in the primary system? 
Of course. But any scheme that fixes one problem will 

make others worse. e.g. Too much emphasis on small 
states? Yes, but the small states give candidates a 
chance to hone their campaigns, and give voters a 
chance to see candidates in person-to-person situations. 
Regional primaries? Perpetual problem of who fits with 
whom, who goes first, etc. Simultaneous, nationwide? 
Fair, but how to set up a campaign in 50 states? 

5. Do issues really matter? 
Not as much as money. 
6. Will voters vote against their built-in biases? 
Typically, votes show that a smaller proportion of people 

vote against a bias than say they will.  
7. Why not a third party? 
People typically vote for their habitual party, so is hard to 

break the pattern, and the "winner take all" method of 
assigning votes raises a high bar for a third party. 

8. Does California's Democratic "open primary" help 
Obama? Probably. 

9. Will the Electoral College be done away with?  
Probably not. 
10.Is it true that "Hillary cried and won" gave her the 

win in New Hampshire? 
Probably not. Late polls showed her gaining before that 

episode. 
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�� he OC Municipal Water District (www.mwdoc.com) has a number of water conservation 
measures in place for homeowners and for businesses. Rebates are available for low flush 

toilets, efficient clothes washers, sprinklers, etc. Classes on landscaping and watering are also 
available. The county obtained state money from Prop 50 last year for $1.7 million which I pre-
sume is the source of their rebate money. As far as I can find out, they have no plans to limit hours 
or days of lawn watering, or any other required countywide conservation measure. When I asked 
about this, I was told that these would be city, not county, measures. The county does widely use 
reclaimed water in irrigation, and of course, their major water reclamation project has already be-
gun operation. In conjunction with the Orange County Sanitation District, the Ground Water Re-
plenishment System takes highly-treated sewer water and puts it through a three-step purification 
process which produces near-distilled quality water. 

When I spoke with Fullerton’s water maintenance department I learned that they do have plans 
for conservation at various drought stages, but their action depends on this winter’s rains. Current 
thought is that in late spring they will bring up with the City Council some “modified conservation” 
measures. The City Council will make the decision about whether to adopt any conservation meas-
ures. Currently the city is trying to limit water use at parks and other city property by maintaining 
irrigation systems, etc. 

Truthiness—Things we know “in our gut” as an obvious thing with no actual facts or knowl-
edge. This is our enemy in so much of how society plans. We need to move from a cost-centered 
mentality to a value-centered mentality. 
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�� or this issue of the Voter, I’m reporting on the December 11, 2007 reorganizational meeting 
of the Fullerton School Board which began with the election of officers for the 2008 year: 

President- Lynn Thornley, Vice President- Hilda Sugarman, Clerk- Beverly Berryman, Members- 
Ellen Ballard and Minard Duncan. The meeting continued with a Beachwood School presentation 
by several students on their International Baccalaureate program. The room was decorated with 7th 
and 8th grade student work expressing the principles of the International Baccalaureate. Prior to this 
presentation I was not aware of any K-8 IB schools. The Fullerton All the Arts Program then re-
ceived a Golden Bell award. 

In the First Interim Budget Report I heard the very bad budget news for the first time. By the 
time you read this you will have heard the Governor’s Report on January 10, 2008. This meeting 
took place a full month before then. In the report we were told there would probably be no COLA 
due to the State deficit. I won’t rehash this because you now know more about it than I did that 
night. I will say the discussion continued with news about decreased enrollment and about Orange 
County being hit very hard. 

On a much happier note we all went to celebrate Minard Duncan’s 50 years of service to the 
Fullerton School District. Minard is one of our LWVNOC members. On a personal note I have 
known Minard for many years. He hired me to teach in the district and I worked for him for about 
20 years. He was my guiding light and mentor. I learned so very much from him. Later when I be-
came active in the teacher’s union I took with me the lessons I had learned from him to help me in 
my job as President. It’s not easy having the President of the Union teaching at your school, but 
with Minard and me it was never a problem. We talked every thing over and listened to each other.  
I have tremendous respect for Minard and the Fullerton School District has been very fortunate to 
have him for the last 50 years. 

Until next time when I’m back in Placentia/Yorba Linda 
Anita Smiley, Co-Chair Social Policy 
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Read with League 

February 14, 2008 
2:00 PM 

Hostess: Dr. Kay Bruce 
6207 E. Twin Peak Circle 

Anaheim  92807 
(714) 921-1308 

Discussion leader: 
Anita Larsen 

League Birthday Party 
Friday, February 22 

9:00AM-1:00PM 
Fullerton JUHS District Offices 

1051 W Bastanchury 
Fullerton 92635 

LWVNOC Board Meeting 
Tuesday, February 26 

Noon-2:00PM 
Fullerton JUHS District Offices 

1051 W Bastanchury 
Fullerton 92635 

Lunch with League 
Thursday, February 28 

Domestic Violence 
11:30AM-1:00PM 

SIZZLER   
1401 N Harbor Blvd. 

Fullerton, 92835 
Reservations by January23 

Cost $12. 714-254-7440  
lunchwithleague@lwvnoc.org 

Judicial Independence Forum 
Saturday, March 1, 

9:00AM-3:00PM 
CSUF Titan Student Center 

Cost $35, Including 
Lunch and Parking 

Send check to 
LWVNOC 

4547 Everest Circle 
Cypress, CA 90630 

714-828-8624 
Or  www.lwvnoc.org  

*� r. Prem Saint, Emeritus Professor of Hydrogeology and Environmental 
Sciences at CSUF and Pete Saputo, a hydrology graduate and Ollie 

member, will present a series of three lectures on California water issues. They 
are on successive Tuesdays, at 1:15 in the Mackey Auditorium of the Ruby 
Gerontology Bldg. at CSUF. The lectures are open to the public. 
February 5th: Floods and Droughts in Southern California. This lecture 
will examine the interface of the hydrological cycle with the geology and wa-
ter bodies of the LA basin. 
February 12th: From Aqueducts to Water Reclamation in Southern Cali-
fornia. This lecture will examine the role of water rights, water laws, and new 
strategies in ground water replenishment and wastewater treatment. 
February 19th: Water Quality Management in Southern California. This 
lecture will discuss river, groundwater, and beach pollution and the role of 
water agencies and laws in protecting water quality. 
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OC Superior Court Leadership Academy is looking for applicants.  
Shirley Bloom attended this last year and found it very informative and enter-
taining. The meetings will be from March 12 to April 30 on Wednesdays from 
4:30 to 7:00 and include sandwiches and drinks. Meetings held at 700 Center 
Dr. Santa Ana, and 341 City Drive, Orange. Applicants will be limited to 30. 
Call Shirley for more information. 714-870-6593 

�� he primary election and judicial independence projects are keeping 
League members especially busy. Shirley Bloom, Monika Broom and 

Jerry Young have given presentations on the pros and cons of the ballots meas-
ure to over 300 people. Speakers on Judicial Independence have spoken to five 
organization and three more presentations are schedule this month. And twenty 
eight members have been trained to serve as poll workers at the February 5th 
primary.  

The Primary Matters Forum sponsored by LWVNOC, Fullerton Public Li-
brary and Neighbors United for Fullerton on January 15, 2008 had a lively 
presentation by five CalState Fullerton political science professors and a lively 
Pro/Con presentation by League's Shirley Bloom.  The informal format en-
couraged audience questions on the concerns of an early Presidential primary 
in California.  

Member Deane Cassidy was nominated for Placentia Chamber of Com-
merce Citizen of the Year  award. The Burgmeier Extended Family was named 
the 2007 Cypress Family of the Year. Lee Sjostrom received the AAUW 
award for her work on Tech Trek, a summer science camp for Junior High 
School girls. 
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Project VOTE SMART Purple Bus Tour in Huntington Beach, Tuesday 
Feb. 11, 9:00-11:30 AM at Golden West College, 15744 Golden West St. 
Huntington Beach and from 1:00-3:00PM at 5 Points Shopping Center, 18598 
Main St. The purple bus is touring the nation to teach voters how to defend 
themselves against the rhetoric and misinformation that come out of political 
campaigns today. votesmart.org 
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